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Music Teaches students to strive for excellence in all areas

ATH
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READING
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PG.3 - Attendance, Conduct, Instruments
PG.4 — Concert Uniform Information, Staff and Chaperone Courtesy, Traveling
PG.5 - Course Offerings and Fees, Basketball Games
PG.6 — Grading, Honors and Dual Credit, Awards, Music Parent Organization
PG.7 — Communication, PE Waiver Options, Sports
PG.8 —Year Calendar

PG.9 — Signature Page (To be turned in for credit)



ATTENDANCE

MEMBERSHIP IN THE SMITH ACADEMY MUSIC PROGRAM CARRIES WITH IT THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ATTENDANCE AT ALL REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES.

If you know your child is to be absent, fill out the Excused Absence Form on the music website
by the appropriate date. A large portion of the student’s grade in Music is earned through
positive progress at rehearsals and participation at all performances. Poor attendance or
excessive tardiness will result in possible removal from one or more performances, and a failing
grade in the course.

CONDUCT

All students are to abide by the guidelines established in the Washoe County School District
Code of Conduct, Debbie Smith CTE Academy Mindset and this handbook. Failure to comply
could result in a student being referred to the office, barred from one or more performances, a
failing grade in the course, or possible removal from the program.

e Beontime

e Talking kept to a minimum

e Profanity and inappropriate discussion will not be tolerated

¢ No playing out of turn

e Prepared with instrument, music, pencil, and required accessories for success on your
instrument

INSTRUMENTS

We are not in a situation where we can tolerate the mishandling or abuse of equipment.
Anyone found to have mistreated, damaged, or destroyed facilities, instruments or equipment
will be dealt with in an appropriate manner. The Smith Academy Administration will handle any
case of destruction of Music equipment by students. Students may be responsible for the
replacement cost of a damaged instrument.

Many everyday supplies, reeds, valve oil, cork grease, bow string, etc., need to be purchased
through local music merchants. Some items, such as mallets, drum sticks, or items similar in
nature will be purchased through the director. Students should be prepared before every
rehearsal with their necessary items.



District owned instruments become the responsibility of the students to whom they are issued.
Privately owned instruments are the responsibility of their owners. DEBBIE SMITH ACADEMY
and the Washoe County School District is not responsible for lost or stolen items. Students
must pay the WCSD rental fee each year if renting from the school. If an instrument can not be
provided by the school, it will be the students responsibility to rent their instrument from local
music merchants or approved online music retailers.

All students are expected to have their instruments and equipment at all rehearsals unless
instructed otherwise by the Director. Lack of equipment may result in a lower attendance
grade, as students will be unable to fully participate.

PLEASE — Do NOT purchase an instrument for your student until you speak with me. Many
instruments on-line are not actually playable or repairable. And, | can usually find you the best
price for an instrument to save you money.

CONCERT UNIFORM INFORMATION

Appropriate attire must be worn, or the student will not be allowed to perform. This is non-
negotiable. Performances will require students to wear all black clothing. Clothing will need to
follow school attire regulations as far as length and approved accessories. Shoes must be
completely black. (No hats, jeans, yoga pants, sweatpants, short dresses or short skirts)

Some performances will require all black bottoms with our school music shirts. These music
shirts will be provided to you once | receive your class music fee.

STAFF AND CHAPERONE COURTESY

Anyone asked to step in front of the Smith Academy Music Ensembles, you, or your section is to
be treated with the utmost courtesy and respect. This can be music mentors, substitute
teachers, etc.

Chaperones are also an extension of the director. We could not travel without our chaperones.

TRAVELING

All students are to abide by the travel guidelines as established in the Washoe County School
District Code of Conduct, Debbie Smith student handbook, and this handbook. Failure to
comply with these guidelines may result in the student being reprimanded, sent home at the
parent’s expense, or in an extreme case, being handed over to local law enforcement
authorities.



COURSE OFFERINGS AND FEES

Symphonic Orchestra - $80 Course #6681-6881

Full year = 1 credit (repeatable)

Honors credit available for students who complete additional requirements

Students will perform a variety of large ensemble orchestral literature of diverse genres and instrumentation. Students will also
be expected to prepare solo études, orchestral excerpts, and to study music history components of music literature from varied
time periods. Students will be required to perform in concerts during and/or after school wearing the ensemble’s designated
attire. Events such as honor ensembles, Solo & Ensemble Festival, and All-State Band and Orchestra may be required per
teacher’s directive. While this class may seem like a traditional band or strings course, its purpose is to help you become the
best musician you can be. If you’re aiming for a music scholarship, colleges care about how well you play—not how well you
march. Marching band demands countless hours outside in Reno’s unpredictable weather, strains your embouchure, and has
you repeating the same three songs for months—all while requiring a significant financial investment in props. That’s not the
path to true musical excellence. Instead, we’ll focus on developing your skills through meaningful collaboration, playing the
right music to showcase your talent, and most importantly, having fun along the way.

Jazz Band Course - $80 Course #6707-6708

(May be required to enroll in Symphonic Orchestra)

Full year = 1 credit (repeatable)

This group is for students who wish to further their musical knowledge and skill through the study of Jazz. In time, membership
in this ensemble may be by audition. Jazz music introduces students to a wide range of advanced musicianship skills, making
it an incredible learning experience. If you play saxophone, trumpet, trombone, or are part of the rhythm section, this class is
for you! We’re also offering a fantastic opportunity—a dual-credit college course called Survey of Jazz, available to our jazz
musicians in the spring semester. This is an exciting chance to deepen your understanding of jazz while earning college
credit!

Chorale Course - $40 Course # 6813-6814

Full year = 1 credit (repeatable)

This course is open to beginning choir/general music students interested in learning to sing, read music, and explore musical
concepts through traditional, jazz, and rock styles. Students may be required to participate in co-curricular rehearsals and
performances beyond the school day to receive class credit. In today’s music industry, the ability to accompany yourself is
essential for landing gigs. That’s why every singer in this class will learn to play an instrument—one that will be provided
during class. In addition to exploring traditional and jazz styles, we’ll form rock groups and bring live performances to the
community. Don’t underestimate your potential as both a solo artist and musician! Instruments you’ll have the opportunity
to learn include piano, drums, bass, guitar, and ukulele. Get ready to expand your skills and take the stage!

If a student is in multiple ensembles, they will only need to pay one fee which will be whatever
is the larger of the band fee’s. Nobody will need to spend more than $80 to be in multiple
music classes. This of course does not apply to any rental fee that will be paid in addition to the
band fee.

BASKETBALL GAMES

Students in Chorale and Jazz Band Courses will be required to perform for Friday home
basketball games. Attire at basketball games will be black bottoms with our provided music
shirts. Call time will be 30 minutes prior to tipoff and students will need to stay until the end
and assist with cleanup.



GRADING

Rehearsal participation, performance participation, playing tests, written work, and having daily
class materials makes up the music grade. The semester final exam constitutes 20% of the
grade, per WCSD policy. Points will be deducted from daily attendance points for inappropriate
behavior or a poor attitude in the classroom.

Students are assessed on the following: Scale Tests, Honor Ensemble Playing Test, Concerts or
Contests, In-Class Projects, Basketball Games, Written Tests, Solo and Ensemble Contest,
Classroom Participation (every class w/ instrument, music, pencil, and needed accessories if
applicable).

Deduction of points will be for the following: No instrument, Inappropriate uniform ware,
Improper care of instrument, Inappropriate attitude or conduct, Unexcused absences.

HONORS AND DUAL CREDIT

Students who wish to receive an honors credit in music will need to meet with me within the
first two weeks of school to go over WCSD requirements.

Dual credit through UNR will only be offered in the spring semester for JAZZ students only. | will
meet with students interested in receiving their dual credit in Jazz sometime in the fall
semester.

AWARDS

Our program recognizes the outstanding achievements of some of its members each year.
Names of recipients are displayed on plaques in the music rehearsal room. The awards are
presented in May of each year at the annual Music Spring Concert. A STRING,
WIND/PERCUSSION, JAZZ, and CHORAL award will be given.

MUSIC PARENT ORGANIZATION

Music functions require numerous volunteers involved in a variety of functions to be successful.
These duties include fundraising coordinators; chaperones; general care and feeding of the
students; and numerous miscellaneous responsibilities.

Music fund raising activities are planned and carried out by the boosters on an as needed basis.
Plans have been made for different fund-raising events this year.

Meetings are held on one Wednesday of each month throughout the year as per the calendar.
Meetings are held in the music rehearsal room starting at 6:00PM.



COMMUNICATION

The Smith Academy Music Program has several means of relaying important information to
students and parents. Different forms of communication are listed below:

e Infinite Campus E-mails. Make sure your e-mail is correct on IC to get information the
fastest.

e Music Web-site

e My teacher resource web-site (www.musicbyphillips.com)

PE WAIVER OPTIONS

Sometimes it is hard to fit music into your schedule because of required graduation credits. PE
has multiple options for outside credit. On-line options are one way to receive a PE credit. Your
counselors will be able to provide those options upon request. Another is to participate in your
zoned school Marching Band. Debbie Smith will not offer a marching band, so as transportation
is provided back to your zone school, you may be able to enroll into that zones Marching
Program. Make sure you get that PE Waiver if you choose to do Marching Band at your zoned
school.

SPORTS

| will fully support students in music and sports. As we have very few performances, a
performance that is grade based will be the top priority. However, if we have a rehearsal and
you have a game, the game will be the priority. Coaches and | will work out any conflicts.
Students only need to communicate when a conflict will occur. A 2 week notice should be given
to me and coaches when a conflict occurs.


http://www.musicbyphillips.com/

CALENDAR

Updated June 19%, 2025

Music Parent Organization Meeting 6:00PM
August 20t
September 17t
October 15th

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
November 20™" — WINDS/PERCUSSION Honor Band AUDITIONS
December 10™ - Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM
February 25% — WINDS/PERCUSSION Honor Band Concert
March 4t — Symphonic Orchestra Festival
April 22M-24th — ALL STATE
May 28t — Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM

JAZZ
Tentative Basketball Games TBD
December 10" - Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM
January 24™ — Folsom Jazz Festival, Folsom CA
Jazz in the Schools, UNR
May 15t— 2" — SIX FLAGS VALLEJO
May 28t — Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM

CHOIR
Tentative Basketball Games TBD
Tentative Coffee N Comics TBD
MUSIC PERFORMANCE 6:00PM
November 18" — Honor Choir
December 10t - Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM
January 14t — All State Choir AUDITIONS
February 27t — Choir Festival
May 28t — Debbie Smith HS GYM 6:00PM



HANDBOOK FORM

I have read the 2025-2026 Debbie Smith Music Handbook and agree to accept
the stated guidelines as a condition of my membership of the Smith Academy
Music Program.

Student Signature

Date

| have read the 2025-2026 Debbie Smith Music Handbook and agree to accept
the stated guidelines as a condition of my son or daughter’s membership of the
Smith Academy Music Program.

Parent Signature

Date



